
Rising River’s Edge 
 
Extended Lesson Plan  - 1 to 5 class sessions 
 
Preparation: Watch Rising River’s Edge 
 
If this is the first time students have been asked to do credible independent 
research, this lesson can be done as a whole class being guided by the teacher 
throughout the process. If the students have basic critical thinking and research 
skills, they can research more independently. 
 
Massachusetts Farms: The Changing Landscape: Stories Behind the Data 
 
Objectives: Students will analyze a document to generate research questions 
and locate resources for answering the questions 
 
Materials: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 2020 Census of 
Agriculture State Profile for Massachusetts. Sufficient copies or access for each 
student. cp99025.pdf 
 
Activities:  
Whole class: Teacher led discussion: Look at handout. Identify the data sets on 
it. What’s something  we can notice about the information it provides? What 
evidence is there for what we notice? (Answers will vary, may include for 
examples that there are fewer farms in 2022 than in 2017 as chart shows 
percentage change since 2017 is all negative; there are some very small farms in 
Massachusetts, as the Farms by Size section cites 2,171 farms with fewer than 10 
acres;  in 2022, Franklin County was the third highest in terms of numbers of 
acres in farm use as shown in the Top Counties: Land in Farms (acres) chart.) 
 
Students work independently or in pairs or small groups to read through the 
handout and notice the variety of data gathered on it. They generate lists of 
what they notice, and lists of what they are curious to know more about. 
(Answers will vary, may include noticing there are fewer farms in 2022 than in 
2017, but the money earned or received has gone up; about half the farms have 
sales of $5000 or less; there are more forage crops grown than anything else. 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Massachusetts/cp99025.pdf


Questions will vary, may include wondering what defines a “family farm,” 
wondering how many of the 65 and older farmers of 2022 are still farming in 
2025 and beyond, wondering what “aquaculture” means while noticing it is 
second only to “milk from cows” in market value of products sold. 
 
Students work (individually, in pairs, or small groups) to research one of the 
questions they generated with as much guidance from teacher as is needed. 
 
They present their findings to the class. 
 
Teacher leads summary discussion: what new information have we learned? 
Does it lead to further questions? 
 
Assessment: 
Checklists of engagement and collaboration during in-class time 
Reports on research: are the sources credible and relevant? 
Student reflection paper on own learning process and on something they 
learned from others’ presentations 
 
Debrief/Extend: 
What are the most interesting or important things we learned in this 
exploration? 
Invite a representative of one of the demographic groups to talk to the class 
about what it means to be that category of farmer. What is their day like? How do 
they plan/manage their year? How did 2023 weather impact them? Why have 
they chosen to farm? How do their experiences and thoughts align with or differ 
from the people interviewed in Rising River’s Edge? 
 
 


